
COMMON CORE REGENTS EXAM WEIGHTING          

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

1. Prior to this new weighting scale, what percentage did the District utilize?  

While the State does not require districts to include the tests in a student’s final average, the 

vast majority of districts do so, and the weighting of the exam is 20% of a student’s final 

grade point average. 

2. Why is this being changed now? 

Historically, the Regents exams have been a relatively stable set of assessments.  In many 

school systems, students have been able to improve their grade point average with these 

exams.  The inception of the Common Core Learning Standards (CCLS) Tests has altered this 

paradigm.  The tests have become more rigorous and the scores reflect this increased rigor. 

The State’s approach has typically allowed for a transition period where two exams were 

administered for one subject, the CCLS version as well as a version based upon the previous 

standards.  Students could take both exams and count the highest score. The 2015 CCLS 

Algebra Exam was the first time students could only take the CCLS exam and we saw that the 

results had a net adverse impact on our students’ grade point averages. 

Upon reflection and examination, Hewlett-Woodmere Public Schools is instituting this new 

weighting scale to minimize the impact on a student’s final average if the class as a whole 

does not perform well on the Regents exam. 

3. Which Regents examinations will be affected by the new weighting scale? 

Common Core Regents exams administered from June 2015 through August 2019, where 

there is no alternative assessment based upon the previous standards.  These are, by year: 

2014-2015:  Algebra 

2015-2016:  Algebra, ELA, Geometry 

2016-2017 onward:  Algebra, ELA, Geometry, Algebra II 

 

 



4. Is the weighting based on the performance of the entire cohort taking the specific exam?  

Yes, the weighting scale is based upon the difference between the four Quarter AVERAGE 

and the AVERAGE score on the Regents exam for the entire cohort (group of students taking 

the same course and Regents exam). 

5. What if my child scores higher than the average for the cohort? 

If an individual student achieves a score that is HIGHER than their four quarter average, the 

traditional weight of 20% will be applied.  

6. How does this affect what colleges will see on my child’s transcript? 

The score a student earns on the Regents exam will still be listed on their individual 

transcript. If a student takes an exam more than once, the higher score is what appears on 

the transcript.   

7. What safeguards are in place to ensure that students don’t band together to intentionally 

do poorly on the test? 

These summative exams and their scores are seen on the transcript and utilized by colleges 

and universities to compare applicants.  As a result, intentionally performing poorly wouldn’t 

be wise.   Coupled with the fact they will not be sure of the weighting, it is in every student’s 

best interest to properly prepare for the exam.   

8. Won’t colleges and universities notice the discrepancy between the final average in the 

course and the Regents exam score? For instance if Student A receives a 90% in the course 

and only scored a 65% on the Regents exam, won’t that raise questions? 

Should a college or university inquire, we would be happy to share our weighting plan and 

rationale. 

9. When does this new weighting go into effect? Will the District return to the traditional 

weighting of 20%, and if so, when? 

The new weighting scale will begin retroactively with the June 2015 CCLS Regents exams for 

which there is no alternate assessment (Algebra). The new weighting scale will be in effect 

through the August 2019 CCLS Regents exams. 

10. Who can I contact if I have additional questions or concerns? 

 Mark Secaur, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, at (516) 792-4802  

 Dr. Al Bauer, Woodmere Middle School Principal, at (516) 792-4300 

 Dr. Ted Fulton, George W. Hewlett High School Principal, at (516) 792-4100 


